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H E. . in 1 arb, 2 
ovidence has united us, requires 
that I hould aſſiſt your progreſs. 
in the way to heaven, all L can; 5 5 
the conſideration, that I maſt. give an 


Lawk. ' 
* 
* 


1 


* = 


your ſouls; and the 
try which I have received of the Lord. 


A 2 


1 PDC: 12 Y 
For this reaſon F decline no) opp itz vr 

© of publick ſervice in the Fr "and am 6 

A . Ka it is delired; to b int 0 


may have for private uſe. 
Gon is my witneſs, whom I ſerve with my fi 
ſpirit in-the goſpel of his ſon, -that the pro- 


moting the redeemer's kingdom, and the fal- 


vation of precious ſouls, 15 my governing aim 
in all my miniſtrations. : And in order to this, 

the ſt ubjeds I chooſe to diſcourſe upon from 
time to time, are the great doctrines of the 


goſpel, and whatever may lead to the know-_ 
ledge, love and practice "of real godlineß in” 


© "7:4 $87 Dp 


all its bfanches; inforcing goſpel· precef pts by 
goſpel-motives. And this'T take to be the 
proper, the diſtinguiſhinę buſinels and duty 
on 4 chriſtian mimiſterrr 
As I am determined, after the ele of 
W Paul, not to know any thing among vou. 
fave Jeſus Chriſt kd him raed 10 1 
are 


ppb TION 


"evi avoid controverted- "rg _ N ih is | * 


gender ſtrifes, and cat out the very heart of 
ſerious religio 


AIs 411 V HH v1 1557 * oh 


What L have ſaid al obſerving any par ⸗ 
ticular day in celebration of our bleſſed 84 - 


mov ns nativity, is not deſigned to reproach 
or offend our brethren, in the eſtabliſhed 


church; but only a neceſſary hint, as I ap- 
| preheaded,i to vindicate the conduct of Pro- 
teſtant Diſſenters in; 89k; regarding any ſueß 
1 F no Series news” 1 bless Goo, br | 


any party: a narrow, contracted. ſpirit is ut- 
terly repugnant to the genius of the goſpel, 
which inculcates univerſal benevolence, and 
carries the notion of charity and brotherly 
love much higher, than any other religion, 
that ever appeared in the world. I eſteem 
and honour good chriſtians of every denomi- 


nation: — by whomſoeyer CukIsT 18 


preached 
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behold, I bring you — ie of great Top; 
5 eh Pan be to 35 people; if. unto JM. 
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H E nativity of our bleſſed Sande 1 a frequent 
aber of diſcourſe at thi ſeafon of the year [1]: tis 


. T em fir Bom thin — e 
«ty particolar day on this account; eſpecially fince neither the 
day, nor the nwnth,- when Cnx1s7 was born, can with any cer. 2 
tainty be determined: though it ſeems moſt probable to have been 

in the month Tifri, which anſwers to part of our ger 9 
Surely, 


Ii] Preached at Salter - Hall tueſday - lecture, December 1, and 8, 1747. 
[a] Preached at Vminſter, December 25, 1748. "4 
z] The learned have been diſputing about this matter, 3 
likely” to ſertle it; Same Bx our e birth on the fixth of Fanuary 
2 5 Il 


* 


„%% ͤͤ 
Aauſſtalli, "that a pattiehlir day ſhould be celebrated in comme- 
„ ottion of this birth; be would in the records ef his holy re-. 


ligion have given directions about it, and taken effectual care, that 
there ſhould have been no room to doubt of the preciſe and cer- 


tain time. The practice has, not the. leaſt coufitenance from ſcrip- 


thy, as | the of CARISTr's on yet, fince what 


the. Jives and 8 men at this 


ture; and I wiſh there CE as Bak poke 


M8 


it appear Jie and | proper. >-However, H any keep the f 0 
them keep it ünto Ahe Tord bang I ptay Go 1232 fe 
they, chat regard\ not the day, to\the Lord. they\da auf regard it.— 
ket every man be fully per fwaded in ht own mind li ; and let him ever 
aft, as ho'ipptehends he ſhall be beſt able to give up FER acdunt 
to his Lord and -maſter at the nr TOLVAC 
But though I do not r to 11580 any particular 


a, 
po gi #9 1469 ie 190,050 * 


tabs]: MAE Aenne . * . in th Le Sh * ace ole determine # 
to have been om fome day in September [B EY Calvifrus, 0 


c&c. This af eſpecially, Simba elan d rho@t:ignfdetable man” for 7 


% 


learning, that our country ever bred, vanced ſe which 
ir appear highly . that 9 1 29 Af born en 77, — 
2 and at the fraff of Tabernacles] otheri*again ſeem vety confident, that the 
why was the rwenty-fifth. of, December. [Chryſoftom, - Latina und Octidenthlic 
Ecclefiz] The great anheim thinks it was ſome time git] N or the 


fall of the year. But after all theſe differing opinions, 


Scaliger ſa 
[ folius dei gi diem dernire] “ GD only can fix che certain day. 1 e 
pretend to ſay, how far another writer [Dr. Drake in Chronol.] is in the right 
a tb what he has delivered upon this ſubject, viz. that Gop on purpoſe concealed 
the time of CMRIS T's birth, as be did the body of - Mofes, foreſeeing how it 
« wopld have been abuſed to ſuperſtition, had it been exactly known: it is 
advice however of Scultetus, . ſince the ſcripture is ſilent, let us alſo be ſilent; 
and let us adore CHRIST our SAvIGOUR born in time, , though we are * 
© of "the particular” point 1 time, * when he was born.” | 
[i] Rom. xiv. 5, 6. 


nee 
18 fa v8 70 . (Wb 


21 


- 


| . — REY 41 
is ſeaſonable at 4% times cannot be improper at am; Vis 2 
thought - it not ®amiſs"to diſcourſe” to you at preſent upon this 
important ſubject: and I ſhall think "myſelf happy, if what I 
ſhall how lay might help you to meditate upon it, with a due 
frame and temper of ſoul: with this view I have choſathoxrdrdd 
of the text, as ſuitable to the deſign, 8 
It is obſervable, that St. Lale gives a more ane 1 


I rey birth; than any other of the evangeh#s.- This | 


chaptet contains 4 variety! of eee, ne his firſt 
enttance into the world. hLLçnm au 

The time, when this great event eng We ee | 
when by @ decree from Ceſar Auguſtus all the world (i. e. all the 
Roman” einpire, which by reaſon of its vaſt extent at that time 


ws rectoned à whole world) was ture, Cyrenius (ur Sulpitius 


Quitinius) being then govornbur of dyria i]: but it muſt be-acknow- 
ledged, that learned men differ about fixing the preciſe ar, when 
this taxing was made: the great Dr. Lightfoot lays it in the 
thire9<firft year of Auguſtus. It is plain it was, When the eus were 
become fubject to the Roman power,” end "the ſeeprre var departed 


from Judah: and I am apt to think, that this circumſtance is 


mentioned, not ſo much to determine the exact year, as to ſhow 
us with what exact punctuality Jacob's prophecy mo 
in the birth of CHRIST, the Shiloh and Metab [a J]f. 
We are alſo informed of the place, where this divine child firſt 
dtew his breath; viz. in Bethlehem, the city of David [3]: ſoit was 
propheſied [4], and ſo it came to paſs. Berblebem iu the Hebrew ſigni- 


bes the boa of bread; * a proper place (ſays a dert expoſuor) for 


B "ds 


- Yoda. 


{1] Ver. 1, 2. [2] Gen. %lix. 10. [3] Ver. 4. [4] Mic. v. 2. 


to be Nativity / Guanr., 
him to be born in, who is:the-bread of life, the bread: that came 
dh from heaven | 1] :” this was a royal city, the city of Nana. 
and where elſe ſhould. the fan! of David be: born l 1 una 

But hom famous ſoever the city Was, it ſeems the grotber of Inge 
had vety mean accommodations: the whole houſe of David being | 
gathered together, upon account of the public tax or enrolment, 

in chi place, it was very difficult to be provided with lodgings 

inſdmuch that there being no room in the. inn ſhe, was.deliyered, 

in « ſtable, and made. uſe of a manger, inſtaad. of 4, cradle [a]. 

Thus mean, thus low was the birth of the ſon of Gan, Thus 

| WIEN goes ny bil when he came to 
tabernacle on cart! 288. Abe e Ats 
But though D broughs b 3 in 7 dank abit 
manner; yet being a conſiderable perſonage, his birth muſt not be 
kept a ſecret ; providence therefore toak..care to have it ſufficiently 
notified t the way, in which this was done, the ſacred hiſtorian diſ- 
unctly informs us. It ſeems, there were ſome /bephergs in the feld. 
keeping watch euer their flockiby might [3] ; cold work truly, if at this 
part of the year but the learned Scaliger tells us, **, that ſhepherds 
were not wont in winter to watch their flocks by aight[4]." And 
all on a fuddenthe angel of the Lon came aon them, and the glory, 

of the Lonn ſhone round about "them ; it e., there was a. moſt mar- 

vellous light and ſplendour; like the Shechingb-probably, the glorious 

light which attended the divine appearance, and uſed to repreſent 

the preſence; of Gon; and in this light there appeared an angel 

in a viſible form. It is no wonder to hear, neee 


yo. eee made err fire aftaid {5}: . theſe 
humble 


* 

- {-Q 14 
"* 
od 


[1] Henry, (a] Ver. 3. {3] Ver. 8. [4]. Vid. J. de Natali 7%, | 
Chrifti, (s] Ver 9. | | hy 


| 
1 


"a and ape 1 
bomble-ſwains, hoſe canverſalion chiefly len among their flocks? 
might well be ſurprized and thrown into conſternation by all ghis 
glory. The angel immediately perceiving their fright, endeavoute 
to compoſe them; fear nt; be not ſurprized. at what you 
«© ſee / how new or ſtrange a ſight ſoever; for I have nothing 
* to etlare to ybu: chat ſhould in the leaſt awaken / your tears, 
64 or tetrify your minds; I am indeed an angel of Gon, and am 
1 now ſent expreſs from heaven, with u meſſage to you; but it 
eee eee. your fears and create 

amazing joy in your hearts; tis the beſt-news' that ever "cams 
m heaven: I bring pus gol 'tidings of great jog?” In the 
—— it is, 7 evangetize to you great joy[1] : the goſpel is good 
from heaven; eee reer ee eee e 


vali hello aye blefſed found [2]. be lm 


e the text we may take notiee of anda a 

1. The meſſenger; an angel + perhaps the angel Case, ho 
was before ſent to the virgin Mary, to acquaint her, that by the ap- 
pointment of Gop, the was to be the happy mother of Cxkx TS TI3]. 


It is very idle and impertinent to enquire, in what form or ſhape 


the angel appeared; it is ſufficient to know, that though it was 
in a very glorious and extraotdinary manner, yet it was in a 
viſible ſhape, fo as to be ſeen and heard by the ſhepherds; and 
they could conclude for certain, "that it Was an 1 expreſs meſſenger 
come direRty from heaven, 


2. The perſons, ' who were favoured with this heavenly meſ- 


bee n Go did not chooſe out the great or the 


B 2 5 karned 


[1] . [2] The word od (gout in our 1 Oe is derived from the 
Saxon, Sodypell which fignifies, either GOD's werd, or good Jaying. 
[3] Luke i. 26. 


12 2 Nativity of Cantor 


communicate this news to ar in: the truths.of the 


goſpel uſually are. beſt received by plain and ſimple minds: The 
chief prieſts and elders, the ſcribes and doctors in the temple, were 
in no diſpoſition to receive this meſſage: had it been fri notified 
to them, in all probability they would have treated it with ne- 


gle, as an idle tuie: whereas theſe plain honeſt ·hearted ſhepherds 


attended to the moſſage; diligently enquited into the truth of 
it: and made a faithful report of what they had heard and 


ſeen; they made. denn ee che Jong: > whit. ; Was. yo 


concerning this ebild ii“. es 0 ben 


3. The meflage- itielf, it was a piece of gad news, .. that con- 
| cerned/ all people; the; whole race of mankind were intereſted, in it, 
as laying: the: foundation, of great joy to the wwhole world in ge- 
neral, and not to the ne 
in the ficſt inſtant principally affect them. 956 

Let us now: attend to this gladſome newe, nn tow! 3-4 
meſiage ; unto you ig born this day in the city of David, a SAviouR, 
8 the Loxp: g. d. at this very inſtant; of 
time, this day (or this night, which is reckoned, with the day to 
| make one particular portion of time, called a day: the. evening and 
the morning were the firſi day.) a Saviour, the promiſed and 


« Meſſiah, the Lox of all is born into the world; he is born i 


tte city of David, as it was foretold; and unto vou is born this 
* pleſſed child: unto you men, not unto angel. De fallen 
angels which kept not their firſt gate, ſank down into an abyſs of 
. and their caſe is hopeleſs; no Saviour was ever born unto- 


them 3 


[1] Ver. 17. 


« long expected Saviour, ChRISsπ the anointed of Gon, the 


| 


| 


ogy ry 22 
them 31 vo offer of pardon and may; vine eee 2588 
Cunisr took nat on him tbe nature ef angehb II; but hey 


reſerved in everlaſting chains under darkneſs,” unto the judgment of I | 


the great day [2], —unto you Jeus: — though you have been a wicked 
and rebellious people, and have provoked Gon to anger by your 
many and ſhameful abominations ; yet a Saviour is ſent unto you * 
not indeed to you exclufive of the reſt of your fellow creatures 
but unto you firf Gop has ſent him to bleſs yen [3] the 
firſt tender of goſpel-grace was made to the Fews, and from them 
it was to be ſent into the world: CHRIS tells his apoſtles, 
that repentance and remiſion of fins ſhould be preached in bis name 
to all nations, but they muſt begin at Jeruſalem [A]. Salyation 
was to come from them unto all the earth unto you n- 
ners who, as ſuch, ſtand in need of a Saviour, and muſt in. 

evitably periſh without one. This the common caſe of all man- 
kind! we have all finned and come ſhort of the gliry e :Gop; 


| but (blefſed be his name) unto us a SAv10VR+is born; an almighty 


friend has undertaken, our, recovery from ſin and miſery; and 
be is able to ſave to. the utmoſt all that came unte Gop thraugh | 
bim [5] — Once more; unto. you /hepherds:——how low and 
poor ſoever your circumſtances and condition may be, how mean 
and deſpicable ſoever you are in the eyes of the world; yet ſuch 
is the regard a merciful Gop has for you, that unto you is 
born a SAvIouR; one, who will not reject you, if you will re- 
ceive him: poverty is no badge of diſgrace in the eſteem of CHRIS 

he is the common Saviour both of rich and poor; and I the Poor 


zave the goſpel preached unto them [6]. 


The 


1) Heb. ii, 16. d 6. Acts iii. 26. 
| 8 Luke yo 47. 09] 981 Heb. vii. 25, [3] [6] Mat. xi. 5. 


* 


„„ w. eee ef Oe 
The Ser! fette of the text being thus . modnted, 


we may feſolye the "whole'i into this general u, vis,” 


ee n, 


That the Adu of Cngrom's birth is matter of get 
1 4s jo yL off people." eil eng oy 59 _— 51": b. 


CI 05997 Wu 2-1 2988 u ner eimer: unc trig WIE! 
In "diſeonrfing * which — 1 ſhall 2 the 
following things. 

beer ne ont 35 wok fn HH 02519 gt hg Ko ns! i 
1. T beds. 6 l. ar cut Holt 5d 67 


V _ To ſhow,” what practical — we onde — 
tms important f — 


49 * 


non © 1 C N 11 9 ö 
I. Tam to prove the trurb of the propofitior?'; and to de- 
Orr that the account of Cinror's' birth \ Aran? of 

| dll x tledbord oc ene 


* 


7 


237. : 


3 wilt be neceſfary, eee to how, that the 'news of 


Cit ter's © — areFogree 1 and } how 


this affects of people. * uuns IN 


; ey: i 


& 1. The account of CuntsT's birth is 1 th F matter of FEY 
t is good tidings, and moſt weleome news to mortal 


men. 

The following, particulars =} fully evince. this truth. 
I. The deplorable circumſtances,. into which fin, had 5805 | 
mankind, make it evident that the news of a Saviou's being 
born muſt afford the ſtrongeſt reaſon for abundant joy. 

By the iniquity of the fall a moſt unhappy diſtance had been 


. occaſioned between Gon and man; the breach was ſo. wide, 


that 


confidered and impipved“ 35 
that it became almoſt irreparable; nor indeed could the gontroverly 
| have « ever been determined, and a reconciliatign.. compaſſed, had 
not Cart undertaken the kind office of mediator... The whole 
human race , was inyolyed in the fad conſequences of the ff 
apoſtacy-: : in this our forlorn condition, - no eye. pitied us, and 0 
arm of fleſh. could ſave us; no man upon earth, nor angel in 
heaven, was equal to the arduous taſk; the redemption of our ſouls 
was too precious for any creature to pufchaſe; then id nn, 
b I come to do thy, will, ob Gop [1] ; we muſt, for ever have/ſunk 
under the preſſure of our guilt, had there not, according to the 
counſels of divine wiſdom, been provided a SAVIOUR,' one every 
way fit fot ſo great a work: and who could this poſſibly be, but 
the Sox of Gop ? He muſt come from heaven, and clothe him+ 
ſelf with mortal fleſh, that he might be capable of compaſſing 
the glorious deſign. Oh how welcome the news of this to the 
children of man] with what raptures of joy mult; we hear the 
glad tidings, that an almighty SAviovR is born unto 21; that the 
only-begotten Son of Gop has come. ae gur war, in order 
to procure our falvation ; all mortal tongues, {hould . join in ſinging, 

% Hoſanna to the ſon of David; bleſſed is be, that cometh, in the 
name of the Lok p, hoſanns in the bigheſt [2]. N drr att 
2. The character of the perſon born muſt and ane of 
pot: joy, at the news of his birth. : 1 HS, 

The angel is very particular in deſcribing the glorious child, 
whoſe birth he is ſent to notify to the ſhepherds ; and every term 
in his character helps to greaten the Joy. A SAviouR which 
is CHRIST the Lox n. e I Fer 


He 


(1] Pal. xl. 7, 8. compared with Heb. x. 7. [2] Mat, xxi. g. 


15 1 Niblbiry" of Cirter 

E „ a S6 b: oh the blelſed ſound ! how grateful to the 
cars of finful creatures ! to r is born a SAVIOUR; one, who will 
deliver-us' from all evil, and will raiſe us to the enjoyment of yy 
the. happitieſs, which our natures are capable of: for all this 
incloded in the term ©[Saviour}, when app lied to 2255 
He i TE SAVIOU R, iti'a Tenſe infinitely beyond all others; and 
the Wvation, which he Has wrought out, is emphatically the great 
ſabvation He will procure compleat and eternal falvation for 
all ' thoſe, whb conſent to be ſaved by him, i bis own way and | 
upon his\own"terris} for to this end was he born; N 
name muſt expreſs his gracious errand into our * thay ſhalt 
| Call bis name rss, for be ſhall ſave his people from their fins Li] n 
from the "domition and power of fin at preſent, and from the 
tuĩnoui conſequences of it bereafter ; by virtue of this SAVIOUR, 
fin ſhall not reign in dur mortal bodies now, nor (hall it deſtroy 
our immortal ' ſouls at 4. the influences of his Hirit prevent 
the Former} his infinite merits will effe&tually ſecure us from. the 
Irrer. And beſides all this he will Procure | for us the favou; 
of his offended TATHES; and” on bis account we ſhall ſtand 
right in the court of heaven, being accepted in the beloved: he 
will raiſe us to. the dignity of che ons of Gop, and we ſhall 
be intitled to all their glorious, privileges ; that is in ſhort, we 
chall be under the care and conduct of our heavenly father, while 
we are paſſing through bi. tfe,. and we ſhall be perfectly happy 
in the full enjoyment of him in the life to came. All this is {e- 
cured to us by our SAVIOUR ; how ſhould our hearts exult then 


#4 {7 
: 


_— Mat. i. 21. 


 __ confidenid Nani 7 17 c 
at the news, that: he has been ee — this | 
kind deſign: 10 you. ir borne SAviouR z-0h ſweet delightful name 4 
Tlhbe angel adds, which in Cynisn the Lonn. This Savrous 
ab ion. is the Cur1sT»of Gop ;: the perſon appointed by Gon 
far this purpoſe, and aminted to this glotious alice, fitted with 
| all furniture and accompliſhments. neceſſary to it: and beſides 
this, he is TN Loxp; in himſelf a ſovereign prince. the Loxp 
of the whole univerſe; all pouer is given o him in beayen; and 
2 How comfortable is this view of our SAV hat 
an agreeable light. do we behold him ink how, ſbapld. it exhilarate 
our ſpirits, and fill us with unſpeakable j joy. The kind friend, 
who has undertaken our ſalvation, is none other. than the hen of 
Gop; be is the Meſh, the Chrif, ſent by Gon * $3 
qualified alſo. for this work, both by the azornting, of Gop,. and 
by his own authority and power, being Lop,,of. all; He js there» 
fore every way capable of managing with the greateſt ſucceſs an 
affair of this nature and importance. The ſalyation of, men, de- 
pends upon the ſucceſs, which, the redeemer ſhall have; but We. 
need not doubt ſucceſs, ſince he who. has, undertaken it, is par 
negotio, fully equal to the work, as being CHRIST the Loxp. Mo 
3. The birth of CHRIST will furniſh matter of great joy, as J 
it exhibits the ſtrongeſt evidence of God's love to poor ſinnets. 
What an amazing inſtance of love is this! well might the an- 
gels upon the occafion ſing, . good-will to men.” Gop. bimſelf | 
could not have diſplayed his tender regards. to mankind i in a more 
convincing manner; Gop ſo. loved the world, that be gave bis only 
begotten ſon to us; and ſent him into the world, that we might. 


live through him [2]. So loved the world, as that there never. 
C Was 


[1] Mat. xxviii. 18. [2] John iii. 16, 1 John iv. 9. 
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on ſon into the world, for our recovery and ſalvation; to repair 


dne love this i good-tidings ee eee eee for 
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 out- the leaſt room for doubt, that we go to a Gop, who is 


2 ꝓ—ñ— — Jets. DA — — —— a SOS ä ae te 
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The Net e Umm, 
wat anything like it ! a more” illuſtrious inftance of love never 
wn, and never can be given) that the great Gon ſhould ſend. his 


the tui bf! the full, to reſtore us to the divine favour, and to 
advance us to # ſtate of much greater happineſs, than that from 
which we were fallen ; Oh tbe bright an the depth, the length and 


A breadth of this unmenſurable love! fland amazed oh my ſoul, 


dehold and wonder! what matchleſs love was this! let my 
thoughts d well with pleaſure on this unparalicted evidence of di- 


the mot ripturous joy! SL At 

e eee we map dem Wr 
addteſſes to Gov, is a farther reaſon, why the new of s Says 
ov r's birth ſhout be confidered, as good tidings of great joy. 

* Nothing can enfivet our prayers, nothing ean give us more true 
courage it applying to Gop, than 'this expreſſion of his love im 
ſending his fon to be our ſaviour: — we hence conclude, with- 


well-difpoſed” towards us, and bears a hearty- good-will to the chib- 
dren of men; to a Gop, who is ready to give us every good 
thing ;- nor is there any merey too great, or too important to 
hope for at His hands ; for, as the apoſt{e has taught us to argue, 
he that |ſpared' mer Bis: on fort, but delivered bim 1p for us all, 
how ſhall” I not with Bim als freely. grve us all things [1]? H 
Gop has given us 5's ſor fiom heaven, and ſent him into the 
world for our ſakes, as our Saviour; we may ſurely hope, 
he will give us every leſſer blefling, that we need; and there- 


| foes may come bull the re of mus, ſpciay Ge 
own 


[1] Rom. viii. 32. 


— improved. 19 
— ther is;0 new zation contraed and «tall 
ed betwixt the bleſſed. Go, and; all good, men.z for he, that ig 
dle Go and father f our: Lord Feſus Gbrifh, is allo; the Gon 
and father of all true believers. This canſideration CnR IBT ſug⸗ 
geſted for the comfort af his  diſeiples, when: he was ſoon 10 be 
removed. from. chem be eat ihem a maſt; comfortable meh 
by. Mary Magdalene, and-every chriſtian may derive comfort from 
it ill; go te my brethren, and ſay unto them,. 2 
father and your father, and to my GoD and your Gon [LI Is 

the bleſſed Gop then become our Father? may we lock up to 
him as ſuſtaining ſuch a Character, and ſtanding in this endesring 
relation? and ſhall we be afraid: or backward to af; his. favour, 
and to beg the mercies which; we need? do carthly parents give 
good gifts to their chillen ; and can we ſuppoſe that our heavenly 
father will deny his children any &hing, that is good for them? 


der parent upon earth ; he is as much more ling, as he is more 
able; our bleſſed Loxp on this account directs his diſciples to 


no ſurely; he is infinitely more compaſſionate than the maſk den- 


conſider, Oop in this relation, when ever they. pray to him; .the 


form or model of prayer, which at their requeſt he ee entre | 
thus begins; ** Our father 1which art in heaven ” &c. 
Allow me to borrow a few thoughts from the learned Dr. Hs 
om upon this ſubject [2]. *© There never can be a greater oc- 
* caſion, or juſter cauſe of rejoicing than this, that our Lord is 
* born and come —— In this all the grand cauſes of Soyo 
*« .feſtivity. do conſpire, 
e e che birth of @ prince ever by boneſt ſubjects Jodie Al 
and celebrated with joy? behold a prince born to all the 
2} OR World. 


£2] 8 17. [2] V. Barr, Works, V. 2. . now $64; 


WB wins of Oar 
world; 1s victory glorious and © joyfut?- See the invineible 
tt - arriour is ifſacd forth'into-the field, conquering and t compuer. 
The captain of our fulvation wppeareth, triumphing in homility; 
the great blow is given; all the enemies, amazed, daunted and 
* confounded,” break, ſeater and flee before him: Is the pub- 
ding prace acceptable ? behold eterrial peace between Heaven 
<and earth, a" general peace among men, a peace of conſeierice 
between man and himſelf, is now eſtabliſhed and proclaimed: the 
illuſtrious ambaſſadour, the noble hoftage, the infallible pledge 
«* thereof ''is"atrived'; preaching peut to thin that” are” far of, 
% an to them that are near. I recovery of liberty 1 
*« able unto flaves' and captives? behold the redeemer is come, the 
* great nitiſom' is aid down, ſufficient to purchiſe the freedoin of 
whale dee en the eg of good friend to be con- 
«' gtatulited*© behold the beft friend 10 all mankind (bringing 
«© with him moſt wholſome advice, moſt needful fuccour, moſt 
«-ſeaforiable confolation} is arrived to viſit us and dwell with us. — 
.+ Is it a comfortable thing to be graced with honour * What 
— —ů ͤ dignified with, than this of 
„ tecehing the ſon of Gop into it's kind and kindred ? whit 
<6 could more advance and adorn us than this high relation? 
«14 mirth ſeaſonable to the day of martiage ? hehold heaven and 
«-carth* this day ate coupled, divinity is clpouſed' to humanity, 
an eternal indiſſoluble knot of amity, of unity, is tyed between 
% Go und man; the great Bridegroom is come forth clad in 
dis nuptial garment of fleſh, ready to wed the church, his be- 


«Javed fpouſe, Is the ſun's rifing (after a long, dark and 
„ cold night) chearful and comfortable? See, the fun of righte. 
* ouſneſt is riſen, with healing in his wings ; diſpenſing all about 

* his 


- 
— 


romſuared a improbed 


bis moſt — — Never did he- 
ven with ſo clear and ſerene a countenance ſmile: upon earth as 


it did this day, when this ſuper · illuſtrious luminary (ch1s-bright 
% morning ſtar) e e our boris m G, K. 
eee bean or rat *. en 33 
, eee ee a „ D oro Pet un bn 
11 7 7 2 li nr eiter 

— bow n theſe glad ekdings — — be 
aid to affect ul! P be 1 1 
10 Ne eee r- a 1 
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. The deßgn of this expreſion' i bande tad puta BY 


of Gop was born into Page ren ee 


cult nation, or ſet of men j 

The Jeus indeed expected — Meſſb; . he 
came, to have appeared in 'majeſty and ſtate; with all the -pomp 
und grandeur of an eatthly prince, and to be fbeir deliverer; theirs 
ſolely and excluſively of all other people; they thought nothing 
Jeſs, than that he ſhould reſcue them from the ſubjection they 


liberty; nor did they imagine, that any other nation undet heaven 


vas to be intereſted in him, or receive any advantage from him. 


But the angel ſpeaks in a very different ſtrain to theſe honeſt 


"ſhepherds ; telling them, that the coming of the Miſab wis of a 
mote extenſive nature, and ſhould have an univerſal influence over 
all mankind; and would Wee to all 'propls 


ny 33 TINS. | I 
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22 The Nativity ef Gn 
An under 0 underitanil the force if this exprediog,” it muy be 
proper to ne notice , that' at the time f Cn coming 
into the world, a manlind were rank u under the two general 
heads af Fews'or Geats/ec'; all men belong to one, or other of 
theſt claſſes; this was the diſtintiam at that time: If (therefore it 
nn db made appar, that !theSindb of Cas T ns of real ad. 
vantage to both theſe ſorts, then the conſequence wil be plain to 
a demonſtration, that the account of it was cauſe of great joy to 
ne. Nor is this u, grove! 'therwrbrds of Sni when 
truth; hear the good old man, Lone mn lerg#1 thou-thy Aar vant 
depart in peace; for mine eyes have ſeen thy ſalvation, i. e. CnRIST, 
oho brought fabration with him, and ne appointed and fænt by 
Go on this :faving idefign'; which r d ph before the 
face of all people; we may imagine the od Hint hugging chis 
blefied- babe in his "feeble arms, and claſping it to his raptured 
rast, when he adde, 4 light to lighten the (Gentiles; and tir 
glory of thy: feupie ral [1]; plainly intianating, that the birth of 
this child would be of unrrſ adwantage; the Whole world 
wwould-receive benefit 3 and therefore all mankind, bath Jeu and 
Gentrir, n. an rere ee 
great m. 
x; Aer «light to ben e $3301: ad n 2647 
This part of the world, being involved in worſe than Zgyprian 
— dd walk in their own ways [2] ; with Cn Ri, they 
were alen from the commonwealth of Iſrael, and firangers from 
' the nf of promiſe, having no bepe; | and living as without 
Gop in the world [3] : But now the fun of righteouſugfi-is-wlen, 


til nt ver. 30. & fog. la] Ads xiv. 16. 3] Eph. ii 12. | 


7 = 
5 {1 Any 


earth: the ſaving deſign, which Cuxisr came into the would 


they are Ae nie fas goſpel ak - 
braeing C#R 187” the frus light [1] of the world, in his I 
they, ſoall ſee eternal light : they were ſometimes afar off, bat now” 
are made nigh by the blood\ of CHRIS [a]: it was propheſicd of 
the Meſiah, that. be ſhould eolighten- a dark. world: I wilt groe' 
thee for a light to the Gentiles, that thou mayeſs. be m ſabvateon: 
unto the end of the earth Ig a glorious promiſe this! in part 
accompliſhed already; for many mighty nations in the gan 
world have been enlightened with goſpel- light, and thereby. been 
brought ta the knowledge of the true Go: but we may expect 


the complaat accompliſhment of is, when the fulneſs of the Gon- 
tiles hall come in IA]: ſuch a time will come, when the Jem 


ſhall be converted, and the ſulneſs of the Gentiles ſhall be brought 
in; and bath of them ſhall be united, as one ſheepfold under Juaue 
the great ſhepherd : and in orden to bring about this bleſſed: de- 
Gen, the apoſtles were commanded, not to confine their preaching - 
to the , Zewiſh nation, but to turn to the gentiles: ſo Paw and. 
Barnabas, tell the Feus at Autiach, in that remarkable paſfage [5] 31 
it was neceſary, that the word of Gon: ſhould firſt have been fu 
10 you ;, but. ſeeing ye. gut it from, pan, and judge yourfulver. an- 
worthy of everlaſting life; lo, we turn ta the Gentiles 3. for ſo. hath 
the LoRD commanded us, ſaying: 1 baue ſot thee to be ar light in 
the Gentiles, that. thou. ſhonld be far ſaluation unto the: end f tht | 


for, is only to be promoted: by enlightening che eyes of mankind; 
and fo bringing them to know the things which belong to theis 
peace, and which will make them truly happy. By diffuſing + 


Fin John i. 9. [a] Epb. ii. 13. [3] Ig. Alx. 6. [4] Rom. l. 283. 
15 As zii. 46, 47. eee 


| cds he thus ſcatters blefligs- — 
and tbe utter moſi parts ef \ the" earth ſee the: ſalvation of the Lon v. 
© CHRisr came (e Mr. Henry) to be the light of © the 
4 world; not a candle in the eee ee, e wg 
f nighteouſneſs Ii]! W ene eee e dee 
. CxrI8T was the glory of Hael. 
There was indeed no nation under m ligbiy Broad 
by the great Gon, as the Jemiſb people; the ſeed of Abrabum 
his friend; they were his peculiar favourites, treated by him in 
a moſt indulgent manner, and greatly honoured with divine diſ- 
 coverics, above any nation: THVY PEOPLE {/rael, fays Simeon : thine, 
in a ſenſe peculiar" to themſelves: all the earth is the Lox p', but 
Ifrael' his (choſen inberitance. But notwithſtanding this, (and 
perhaps for this very reaſon in ſome meaſure} they were had in 
the utmoſt contempt by the reſt of the world; the Greets and 
Barbarians __ them, as a win conceited people, only fond of 
themſelves ; and the Dane, an Sos, as D ſuper- 
ſtitious. N | 
——— ths W and the bel. 
ſed ſound of his goſpel began to ſptead among the nations of 
the earth; then the Geiiffles ſoon acknowledged, how great the 
dignity of the Fews was above all other people; as they were 
that very nation,” from whence ſalvation came to all others: thus 
was Cur1eT@ ghry to them, . 
name in all the earth. 
It was, ne daubt, a great ghry and honout to them, that the 
Saviour of mankind ſhould ſpring * om To —_ he 
was 
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from them the bleſſed ſound and the happy influences of the 


goſpel. were diffuſed over the reg ir f to nations near and afar off. - 
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found in faſhion as 4 man, be humbled timfelfraritbechmerebedient 
to death, even the death of the croſs [2] . Amazing humiliation 
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„ imenban wülzthe! world; und myaholk lift ſhall he conduc- 
4 ted in à way, thit Jhalk heft dcr wu ien; of. 1 /gation 
und the ſtrength of my affedfion.” It was a good prayer of 
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be ; nor will any thing be more ſeverely" reſented and putlified 
by cunkier at laſt: the facred Scriptures huve branded this con- 


* of God, and putting ow 10 Nee e ; wan | 
under 
= Heb, i. 16. [a] Jude ver.'6, '[3] Acts in. 75 19 Heb, v. 6. 
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the gar ef Go rI We e at ng und 
worldy liſis and to Vive ſoberly and-rightenly' and 'gody in "this 
— . — It is worth obſetving therefore; that generilly 
in ſaered feripture,': where-ever mention is" made of CMR Ns 
coming in "the Nyſb, there is fomething added about Bee and 
righteoufueſs of life; intimating, that this" was che grihd end of 
his appearing in our world: I might inſtance in ſeverul paſſages of 
ſcripture, both in che Ol and in 'the New: Teftament 3 but 1 ſhall 
mention only ont, which indeed is exceeding: full and bompre- 
henſive : it is in the ſong: of Zacharias ; when ſpeaking of tbe 
dirt of CuR 197, the good old man expreſſes! himſelf in theſe 
remarkable words, that ue bring. deubered out f the band of ou 
enemies, "might fer vr Gon, witbout fear: rg N e ft 
neff befurt bum all the days of our: lives j 
W add; only ag a cloſe to this head: that valefs the desgn of 
Cun1sT's being born be thus oomplied with by us; ſo as to make 
us careful ta aννÜ]ſuuil fin, and to perfect bolineſs in the \fear of 
Gon we. ſhalbnor'chive'iany intereſt in him 5 it will) ad to ws; 
be in vain that he was ever born; nor ſhall we have lot or ori 
in that ſalvation, which he came into the world wo purchuſe fbr 
the children of mun: we ſhiall be utterly incapable of the ble" 
ings of the goſpel of grace; for we are expteſily told; hat with< 
out holineſs no man can ſee the. Lord [4] . The thought of this i 
mne; e! ee it fould be the caſe of any of uss 
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rs Let us receive | Cun1sT 3 in a Proper manner, and Wirk a. 


ſuitable diſpoſition of t per and ly rit, agrecably t to bs ſeveral 
character. Unto you, lays t 7.7 ab. i born eee c 


the Loy. © 
r E 4 He 
[4] Tit. ii. 11. [2] Ver. 12. [3] Luke i. 74, 75. [4 Hed. xi. 14. 


1 * Ng 'of Un To 
A. He 4s:Ju tvs the davroun i let us lr Him, ds lch Our 
Wut e affeRions are due to him; On this acoount{ and it ib 
the worſt degree of factiledge to-withbold this from him. The 
ſtench, the penerofity, the undcfervednefs, and the greatneſs of 
Ou Rss lo ih becoming bft VIU, do All call upon u for 
our moſt affectionate dove to him : and indecd the remembranee 
of his tach grace; herein diſplay d, ſuduldl raiſe 1 
| thus extaficy vf dove ind grativade to our dear trdermer a 
B. Hen One 157; the: wminted ; the appointed and — 
Gone mediator betwixt Gon and many let us ry und onfd 
i dim actbrdingly. Ha is every way qualified for the important 
Vork, which is devolved' on him; be is able 10 manage the con- 
ves of our ſouls to the greateſt advantage z we may ſafely ven · 
ture our all in the bands bf d able a fend. The hefe Gon 
beſides -the-dppoiditing Cn Ke tr ithis office, . and:qualifying him 
for it, has-mbreover (declared his acceptance of binn in it: when 
he wed in the rice ef our Gus, und me himſelf | 4 -Yirarifice 
and offering for: fr Oo plainly Ggnified himſelf fully pleased 


rin min, by wing hits from the dead, and advancing] bini 49 
u i Sand in the hesweny world : ard the he ein , o 


cry on the work of our falvation, in mating 'nterec/on ſot us; 
add kavipab'is alls de gu. oe the ae, eee don 
through kim Uu. «M7 wa.” 4 AF N 1 «A ty * Wb ths 5; s : EL 4 "+ 

C. Again — ade him as the Sem of Gon, the Hb, 
bent to ſave the World. If all the angel, of Gop are commanded 
to wor ſhip bin La]; furely wu, the finful ofipring« of Am, Thould 
with the loweſt ieverente bow” "before him, and beko edge 


| * ee We are told, that the wiſe' men 1, who n 2 


II] Heb. vil. 25. [3] Heb, 1, 6. or 437 Tef t ot 
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td 


ducked hy an qaragrdinary,. Rac; boch the, Baß te Bethlebgm, the | 
bitth-lace of Canis, 4 on 88. they Were hleſſed mA the 
fight af the new -bam ſavidur, ell, down. and wor [higed | on [hl 
chin abe y did, ben he Was in & very d and mean dry I 
ſaund bim without dhe lealt appearance; pf. grandeur god. e ſy 3 
a helgleſa infant juſt born 1 his palace a, able in a œmmon inn; 
ba cbadle a Manger 3 and, his gnly atze were his. gyn, poor 

mother and her. huſband, excepting. rhe beaſty, * were Page 5 
the ſame radfy; Thus mean, PRIN poor did the, Son of 
Gon bechme for gut fakes. But the 1976, men were, inftroQed by 


4 N 
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2 % a 
2 
1 
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a more gleriqus light, Iban dba fac Which conducted. them s 


Berblzbem, to ſee through all his dark, yeil. and, in this defied 
neglefted habe they diſcerned the glory, as, of the, onh-begotten of 
the fathers and bereupen; preſented Ie themiclues, and they their 
gifts to him; they adored him and paid him homage as a King, 
Now if theſe w/e mers. paid this hanour to CRI when bg had 
nothing about him, that looked Jike: majeſty ; but all appeared g- 
tremely , mean and love and when, they knew ſa little gf him: 
ſure ue ought. with the higheſt reycrence to adare him, ag the 
San. of Gop, our molt, bleſſed redeemer; for we are by the abel 
fully informed of the dignity of his perſon; and of the graciqus 
deſign, which brought him down to our world; as alſo, that he 
is now- aſcended into the higheſt beavens, ſet down at the right 
hand of the great Gap his father, appearing there in regal ſtate 
and dignity, in all the, pawp. and glory. of the Son of Gans, Gnce 
we are taught and profeſs co believe all this; I fx, ſurely uE de- 
nn aur n em roverenk ae Once mare, 
war | E re: we 5 K. 


(:] Matt. ii. 11, 


6. De Nativity f Onater | 
1 we mut abc) im; and leu, vn him,) a8 Tun Lon The 
ghrerranbat'6# ds 80d 8 veſted in Bim, a8 the Lens; and he 
rules in all the carth; and is to be acknowledged us Juch; in con- 
ſequence” of this,” bit laws and commands ate to be moſt religi- 
ouſly obſerved ; and the diſpoſals and appointmenis of his provi- 
dence muſt be readily acqhnzeſced in and ſubmitted to. Fe is our 
Lonb, and therefore muſt we thus worforp bim I 1] 1 for, by the 
bye, obedience and ſubmiſſion are the moſt conſiderable branches 
of that worſhip and homage, which. we muſt pay to Cn RISH the 
_ Loxp; and | without theſe all other acts of worſhip ate but mere 
ptetenoe and good for nothing ; altogether uin, not Os 
— vv. nee, D 
wy Let the news of vorn dum Gl w wh gra jy. 
Mr 
The news. of mene Wink: Hig üben of a I 0 | 
aid che angel to the ſhepherds, who was ſent, expreſs from hea- 
ven to brit the news; the beſt news indeed that eyet came id 
our world! The confderation of it ſhould perpetually. create freſh 
jay in our hearts. The bleſſing to mankind, is | inconceivably 
great, and we ſhall diſcover a ſtupid, ſenkelefinels of our happi- 
neſs, if our hearts are void of joy when we contemplate it. Our 
bleſſed Lord tells the Jeu, your father AR AA rejoiced to - 
fee my. day» and. he faw. it and was glad Ia]. He aw it af 4 
| diftance by faith, and the aſſured poſpect filled him with exqui- 
ſite.,joy3..he could at moſt hays but an obſcure apprehenſion of 
the bleſſing of it; this however excited joy and gladnefs in his 


hay * eee e we be affected? 
We, 
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wha Pal. ab. 11. = John 5 Y 


We, on whom this ſun o righteouſneſs, is actually riſen ! by 
who have heard the bleſſed ſound, that a SAvIOUR is: born und 


confi dare dees 


that: through him we may expect a full [deliverance frotm all h 
miſeries, to ich fin had ecpoſtd us; and a glorious advancement” 
to alt the happineſs, of which our natures are capable. M NN 
There Was vaſt" joy" and rejoicing expreſſed at the werbe as 
, the angels, who brought the news from heaven, ſung 
or joy; Gbry to Gop in the bigbeſb, on earth peaor; ga- , 
— the wiſe men Tyjoiced with'exceeding- great joy ʒ and 
ſo glad were the ſhepherds, that they returned" profing and glariſ)j. 
in Gop; they were tuned to ſongs of praiſe, faintly attempting, 
it may be, an imitation of the choir of angels, to whoſe anthemd 
of joy they had been witneſſes; the ſbepherds beard them | fing. | 
We have the ſong of 'Elizabeth, * Zacharias, and Simtun on this 
happy occaſion; and the bleſſed mother of our Loxp herſelf 
could not forbear diſcovering her joyful reſentimetits, — Methiiiks 
we” ſhould” kindle at this holy fire. Every reflection upon this! 
Slorious event thould' "extite new pleafure'i in our grateful minds 3 
and we fHibuld take all poffible methods, to Expreſs the high»ſenſe 
we hive of obligation for fo wondrous a mercy, ee "Tit and 
incaidtion' of the fon' of Gb.. gun & uni Vat v His" g 
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6. Let us be duely Kenlible of the great honour, which the Sorr 
" of Goy, by being born, has pot upon the Baran nature,” ©* 


up 2.5 % rd $5 dein Aist pal red 
"Can 157 was born of a u Was made fleſh; de took upon 
him a humap body, and fo' has gr eatly exalted out nature. This 
conſideration ſhould infpire us ih 4" ſenſe of the (dignity of ou 
natures, and we ſhould be diſpoſed to conduct ourſelves becom-. 

Ve 454 hg} 1&7 I via las Vol. 


ingly. ;/1f: 22 — an his heman'cree- 
_ targs, 2 ſor thæ (fakes ta ſand bis oply-begotten Son into the 
wanld. to take 4berr nature into the neareſt union with the divine; 
we en eln hence infer, that mu is no contocnptihle, no in - 
conſiderable | heing: we Gould therefore, pot a due value: upon 
our ſolyes; amd take great care of that, — | 
beneath, his greateſt regards. - 20D83c 1905112: 43 no id to 
+ We, ought. 4 Gays. de gue awrfalvee not ident 40 a5 to be 
Hand. in os high minded. but ta he feaſible of the bongur 
canfered upon un, and to behave in a manner agtecable thermo, 
We ſhould be aſhamed, and think it beneath us to do any thing 
yayranthy the: high regard; which Gon has Gown, to us; or What 
Wanld tend ta dabaſe our natutes, which the San of Gop has fo 
ently disnifed. Cinco is become dae ef our bone and fieſ> of 
an Hof. and has vouchſafed to make us lu brethren.z we ſhould 
be careful then not to do any baſe action, by which a. diſgrace 
might. be brought upon that gloticus family, to which: we haue 
now the boncur of being related. We may now conſider our- 
ſelves, a+ 000 cxpretics: it, of the blood royal of heaven, in this 
teſpect over · tapping all the creation of Gon [I].“ Being there- 
fore ſo highly dignied, our minds ſhould be proportionably great 
and noble; we ſhould ſcorn to ſtoop to any mean action, or to 
be carried away with the love of any inferior -enjayments, and 
ſhould be animated to een. e eee | 

raſter, and alliance. — en SPROME i 
1 e ee fopericr dine 
nity in former ages, to affect to be eſteemed more than mere men, 
Wen Varre was of 


bz, 


b. Barrow, v. . J 9 -. 
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though dll, to die dum tho Go) aur pen th fo 


der, i. e. a right and title, as well as the honcur and privilege, 


proſecute them with more urdency ; and though the ae was 


but imaginary; yet it might produce glorious effects {1}. £22206” 


The chriſtian religion gives real foundation fot ſuch an opinion; 
and every true believer does actually become tbr chi H Gon. 
Can ier has taken the human nature Into union with the divine, 
and has made our peace with Go; ſo that every child of fda, 
who receives CRRISTH as his SAviour,: and conſents to be ſaved 
by him in his own way and upon his own terms, ſhall have po- 


to become 4 child of Gow [al: And in conſequence hereof, every 
ſuch perſon ſhould behave in a way correſpondent to fuch a grand 
character; nn 9 web ung piety 
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* r — into 
chis world to be the Savioug of nankind, ſhould put us 
u pom a careful imitation. of him, in ſeueral excellent graces 
80 Ae — Wee Waſte 
. rious nn A % 41 a0) Av HL. 


One — of 1 coming into the weed: WAS, 9 
nacle among men [tbe word was made fleſh, and dwelt amongſt 
1] that ſo he might fulfil, all righteouſneſs , living thoſe very 
rules, which he preſcribed for the conduct of others, and there- 
by exemplifying the graces and virtues of a good life... Herein, 


— 


rr) Fete Mere (2] John i. 22. 


ao De Nativity ef *Cunior + 
as the apoſtle ſpeaks, be bas Hf ur an example, char we Hund 
Halli bs fcb; let us therefore imitate him. His being born 
does. more eſpecially call upon us, to "imitate" him — 
ang particulars; rg nin reds ieee 
A. In (humility. —— What infinite condeſcenſion en 
the Son -of 'Gop; Who was br and beir of 'all things, to take 
upon him uma nature ," do appear in the livery and fortri of a 

fen; to put on weak and frail fleſh; and with it all ſinleſs 
inmirmities ; to be born of A woman; to de wrapt" in ſwadiing 
Cloathe; to lie in a manger; and to go through all the weakneſs 
attending the ſeveral ſtages of human liſe from infancy" to man- 
hood I Ho did Cunrer in all this humble himſelf! and ſurely, 
che apoſtle argues, be fame- mind ſhould be in ut, ubich was 
4 in Gui Joſur(1] + we ſhould learn from this 'glorious ex- 
ample; acording to his own direction, to be meek and lowly in 
heart [2] ; we ſhould moſt chearfully ſtoop to the meaneſt im- 
playments, when valuable purpoſes may thereby be anſwered ; 
and not inſiſt upon rigorous niceties, ot troubleſome punctilios 
in our conwerſeg wih fellow creatures. Was the Son of God 
humble, and ſhall poor mortul worms be proud? did he empty 
himſelf,” and ſhall” vain men ſwell, and r * 
ceited opinion of themſelves? —_ 

B. In 2 bah - contempt of the preſent wit ſlur 
has the Son of Gon, by the circumſtances of his birth, put upon 
all worldly grandeur? He could have choſen ſome noble city to 
have been born in; but he made choice of obſcure BetWlebem : 
he might have been brought” forth in a palace, with royal attend- 
2 __ but he wu born it a ſtable, — | 


* 
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Ii] Phil. ii. 85. [a] Mat. xi. 29. 


ger; eee IM — 
to the making his circumſtances on tarth ponipoud. and mag 
nificent : but behobd che very reverſe ! he deſpiſes all the 
gfories of the work j he wat born of poor parents; lived in a 
bow way, and peebably both fired and worked hard during 
the time of-his diy uu rerirement ; nay; When he appeared. 
in publich e, and aſſumed à publick character, as the! Sen˙ 
Gon and rh Swvitut of men, he had neither. houſe nor home, 
that he could calt bis Nn, not fo much as a place where o d 
Ait bleſſed band, and was throughout liſe in low and ſtrait ir- 
cumiſtnces. What # diſgrace has he hereby caſt on the chonovurs. 
and riches of this world, thoſe glittering bawbles and ilded dps, 
which fooliffi mortals ure apt ſo much to admire l ſinb the pomp 
of this world, - the glortes, or Welch of it damzle our eyes, engage 
gur affberions and exptivite our heart, when wo profeſs outfelveg > 
the followers ef that rss, Who with @ brave pervrofity deſpi- 
ſed them all, and would not do then ſo much Honour av:16 pats | 
take of any of mr rtr EGS Si $011 Tarts 
N 4 clearſul and , un 1 fm n 16 his father, 
How willingly did he fu in wirr che farb-r's- propoſal, chat 
he ould ontlcttake the recovery of mankitie f I Þ rome: Fo d 
thy will, eb Gov, © Hete Fam, fend me on the blefſedi erratie'y 
ar ready at thy eummmund to go down to earth, to take 
„ body of Humiltation; to tabernacle among men) and to ſub- 
mit td every ching that is neeHury, In order to compate” the 
« redemption of man kind, ' and to recover them to / rbeir allegiance 
« and to thy favour.” Our bleſſed LoR D foreſaw every thing, 
that de was to meet with in this world, the wants and the mean- 


neſs, _ OPIN and contempts, the * and lacking which 
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wich, he was ready e6 drink jr,” wn 

D. ee ee eee ts wi adde 
— There is not a parallel inſtance of compaſſion and mercy, of 
good will and love, to be produced in the whole world. And 
H Cx fs % bved ut, we ongör alfo 16 love one another [1]: 
the objects of his love ſhould command ours. Shall we reſuſe 
to be tender - hearted and | kindly affectioned towards thoſe, for 
| Whom the eternal Son of Gop has diſcovered ſuch amazing com- 
paſſion and love? The general love of Gop to the world, ſhould 
indace an uni verſal lave amongſt al mankind; his peruliar love 
to his chureli and ſaints ſhould produce in us a peculiar affeion 
to ſoch. We ought to baniſh all remainders of ill- will, envy or 
malice, and with much afſfection be united to one another; to 
love all mn, eſpecially nb gr are ef the, bauſtold of faith, and 
heirs with us of that ſalvation and eternal life, which Cn x157 
was born into the world to procure for us. It was obſerved by 
the Heurbem concerning the primitive - Chriſtians, that they were 
emidently illuſtrious in the exetciſe of tris grace: it was a com- 
mos ſaying among themſelves concerning the ft diſeiples; edel, 
dow they Jove"one? another. Oh would to Gop' this dleſſed temper 
might more” prevail in our day CuR18T came to unite us all 
in the botids of love; and therefore, tho poſſibly we may ſee 
teaſon to differ from one another in our judgments about par- 
ticular matters; yet nothing hinders (I am fare nothing ſhould 
6 ani e 
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8. Let us take the camfert, which, this dofrine 
dds, Gan of Gon gives ſolid foundation fer. x . 2b: +3 


r oft rc ioffer 35g Hos 1 hut 
Every doctrine of the-,goſpel; is. ig. uh comfort, as well, 
camel; and we deprive ourſelves greatly of the we 
might get, if we de not gonlider it in both views; namely. 26 gar 
miniſtring comfort, and ſuggeſting counſel, - We haye conſidered 
already what infiructions fot regulating our hearts. and lives may, 
be. gathered from the incarnation and birth of Cur igr ; lt. us 
now ſee | what comfort: it afſords to good chtiſtians. Aud truly, it 
abounds with, much; and that ſuited alſo to the various circym- 
ſtances of human life. The trne believer may: deriys rich conſor 
lation and ſupport from hence, under whatever diſtreſſeg he may 
meet with in paſſing. through the mord. When we are al- 
moſt born down by prefling troubles and ſorrows, how comfort» 
able to remember, that Cu RSH himſelf came into the world 
and dwelb in. it, and thereby . in fully acquainted: with the ufficio 
of mortal-ife ; be experimentally -knows, what. eyils and trials 
abide us here; for he was himſelf g:man of. forrows,. and acquainted 

with: grief [i]; and we may encourage ourſelves. to hope, that, es 
will commiſerate our diſtreſs and afford us proper relief. All true. 
chriſtians in a day of trouble may ſuppoſe their bleſſed Saviour 
ſpeaking to them in this ſoft and tender language, to ſooth their 
ſorrows and lighten their burdens. . Sink not under; your. troꝝ- 
« bles, ye faithful diſciples of mine; ſuffer not your ſpirits to 
« faint, nor your ſouls to die within you ; look up to me your 


e never- failing friend in heaven; and remember, 1 was once my- 
F 2 „ „ (elf 


1 © 
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_ Ifai. liii. 3. 


it ue "EEE 
* ſelf a map of fortows and acquainted with x 

& manget Wal #pulches' thy" He. | 
labour and ſorrow j f know epi % 
* the human nature upon me, whee infiratidles/and troubles man- 
© kh are fubjeR i f and uffhre yourſives,” I. un ele with-rhe 
fag of your infiymities;1 io" tenderly compatiivante" your 
© Uiſtrels, und you" may depend pom "my help; dug your bu | 
aon me, Fi fa Ir; 1 will enable you t6 bear it, i long 
« as it muſk continue, and in due time I will work complete fu. 
*- vation fer you? * With: thiv afferance the believing foub cannot 
fink : bis fpirits revive ; it ic the voice of my beloved; Lox» is 
thou witt be with me, T thalf rejoice in tribulation; Þ wilt wel- 
| come any trouble I can meet with, — woe 

burden thou mayeſt tee fit to ky upon me 12 

In Wke manner; if the good chriftian be in but oir eb noe 
he may with confidence. truſt in-hiv-S#vrovs, and derive comfore 
from the confideration of kid Pang ogee been born into our 
wotlt. The apoſtie Mas opht us to argue, if Gop ſpared not 
bir own Son, but tee gave bus g for" es all bow roll l. m8 
with him as freely give uf ul oer things [1}. Depend upon 
it,” Go p WIII PROVIDE, anch we ſhall be fed: we ſhall not be 
left quite naked and deſtitute ; but hall have ald neceſfary ſopplies 
Here j and how ſtrait ſvever e may be kept now, we'ſhalP be fully 
rich and happy hereafter, CR 15 r Himſelf was in a low- and 
poor condition, whilſt he ſojourned* upon earth; we muſt not bo 
uneaſy, if we are in ſimilar circumſtances. He is now- crowned 
with glory; and there are crowns of glory and life ready for every 
ſincere cbriſtian, when he arrives where Js is, He, blefſcd 
SAVIOUR, 


[1] Rom, viii. 32. 
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8av10UR, came down from heaven, 0 g 00 n yo, ies -. 8 
—_—_ e How, ſhould this confideration fu fupporr nie under every 
trouble. in life |. and, what. amazing comfort does it afford to good : 


men, when they come to cloſe kfe ! If we have ſecured an intereſt _ 2 
in Cunter, m rf SWR we may; 5; (th ahAfmit.cour — 7} 
ſouls with pleaſure into another world, truſting them in the hands 
of. ſo kind a friend : not need. we in the leaſt doubt their being 2 
ſafely lodged in the realms of immortal joy, when we have in 3 
faith ſaid unto. him; Loxp Jagt us receive ue ar Spirits. x14 E 
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| Grip: Wh? wy he lt up 2 'Yo 88 Þ our eye wow (414 
And ne # tag ms IE 


News from the region of the ſkies; © 
"S$atvaTion's born to day, © 


1 lake Warrs D. D. 
ewe che reſent, age, who, 
had the bappineß of being acquainted, wich him in any degree of inti- 
macy. The hardened mer, he" ſeeing 5 url, and the determined 
bigot, cannot reliſh men of ſerious piety, ftrit religion, or generous 
principles : and to fay the truth, their favour and good opinion is no 
more to be aku, dus ir is to be . —— My ou come en th jv 
their ſecret / And the Du learned, ſerious, and polite writings, 
of various kinds, will convey the grateful favour and idea of his real 
worth to generations” yet | unborn. By #beſe u being dead, yet.  ſpeaketh, 
Nor do I make the leaſt doubt; but ſucceeding ages will be greatly delighted, 
and edißed by his moſt entertaining and infiritve labours z as long as any 
copies of them remain in the World. V. Hire Lyrice. p. 15. 
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Comes down 23 80 with — cor os 7 7 LO 


I 
\ 
* 
1 
* 
71 


7 hi 


+ 
r 


But not as — 5 do. . 1 I 
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Go ſhepherds, where , the infant lie, ͤ .. -- 8 
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With tears of joy in all your eyes, . - > 6 
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"Ir 'Go ſhepherds, kiſs the Son, 
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Thus Gabriel ſang and ſtrait around Ru 


The heavenly armies. throng ; 8 1 
They tune their harps to loſty 22 8 
And thus conclude the ſong. * 
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